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Punjabi Gangs Of Vancouver
Captured By Deepa Mehta!

BY PREETI THANDI

dressed

Deepa Mehta’s latest offering
Beeba Boys is a stylish new

and sport a gaudy lifestyle.
Mehta’s take on crime is
more about the route taken by
criminals to get visibility in society.
With a cast of young actors
wards a younger audience. The
cast includes Ali Momen, Ali
Kazmi, Gia Sandhu, Sarah Allen and American designer and
actor Waris Ahluwalia of House
of Waris fame. High on style but

TIFF last month and has been
getting mixed reviews and some
tionalizing’ crime. Set to hit
explores Vancouver’s gang scene
and features Randeep Hooda in
the lead role as Jeet Johar, an
Indo-Canadian Sikh gang leader
bie Grewal, played by Gulshan
Grover. The Beeba (good) Boys
are a group of young fashionably

gun-toting

gangsters

attract both Mehta’s traditional
fan base and the Indo-Canadian
community. However, it will be

interesting to see how the Sikh

A regular at TIFF, Deepa Mehta
speaks about Beeba Boys
Interview
What motivated you to make
I don’t know about anybody
else but what motivates me, as
It’s not the issue itself. When
I made Water it was the story
of a young girl who goes to an
ashram that really attracted me.
This is the story of

be revealed because we want to be accepted. We want to pretend that we are perfect.
We don’t want to create waves and that’s
for a reason because we don’t want to be
rejected by a larger community. We want
the white community to say wow you are

Indo-Canadian gangsters in the west coast
- Why are they there? What their lives are
like and how they end up?
Why was it important for you to tread a
new territory?
It’s not a new territory for me at all. Thematically it is exactly the same because my
concerns have always been identity, assimilation and immigration. A very important

director. How was your approach different being a woman?
Yes! We can do anything! Why can’t women do violence? Why do women just have
to do kitchen sink dramas? For God’s sake,
I think Kathryn Bigelow has done it for us.
I think being a woman it was important for
me that the women characters were not
just peripheral; they had an arc, a purpose
and were there for a reason.
You’ve said somewhere it is primarily
because of the parenting that it happens
with immigrant families…
That’s what I’ve heard and read whether
it is the Italian gangs or the Irish gangs, as
the waves of immigrants who come to this
country, it all has something to do with the
parenting. Especially in our community we
work so hard in order to make the world

better for our children, we are known as

outside our community.

what an undercover Sikh cop was telling
us. He said there were kids in his class
who became gangsters and there were others who are also Sikh who became cops.
He felt it had a lot to do with the fact that
all the parents worked two jobs and double
shifts. His parents insisted that they would
never stay at home and always had hockey
practice or were in some kind of sports.
The parents did not let them hang around
in malls where the 14 or 15-year-olds are
approached by older gang members. We
can’t just blame the parents. It is also the
responsibility of the larger community

How is the dominant white community
dealing with this?
They don’t even know it exists! They’d
rather you be quiet and become the corner storeowner or the taxi driver and that’s

How do you think the Sikh community
I think in the Sikh community, some will
be sad by it and some will be disheartened.
The thing about any immigrant community is that we really don’t want any negative
aspect of our culture or our community to

This is a responsibility that is ours as much
as it is for the larger community. I think we
need to talk about our responsibility to our
youth and say this is a real problem instead
of being offended by it. Can we collectively sit together and do something about it?
We’ve got to stop protesting, we’ve got to
start accepting because we have so much
going for us as the Punjabi community.
Let’s not hide it under the carpet. So that’s
what I hope.
You’ve had a very long association with
TIFF, what does it mean to have a gala
at TIFF in its 40th year?
I love anything to do with TIFF. I am a
TIFF junkie. It is a very important festival
in North America. It’s one that is really for
the audiences and is also very diverse. It is
not exclusive or just for the art minded, it’s
for a much broader audience and I love that
about TIFF. It is not like Cannes, which is
very Francophone and male centric. There
are actually female directors that TIFF has
honored through the years.

