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ANGRY INDIANGGDDESSES

ARE GOI

Well known for his films
Samsarand mostrecentlyFaith
Connections, award-winning
filmmaker, Nalin needed a dif-
ferent approach to this film being
a man.He wantedto explorethe
way women talk, their desires
and what sensuality meansfor
them. His team startedresearch
ing and bringing stories from
collegecanteens!l wasliterally
thrashedy womenin Kolkatain
acafébecause wassointrigued
by their conversatiorand| kept
moving my chairclosey” reveals
Nalin with a laugh. Throughthe
castingprocesghe story became
evenricheras200 girls wereau
ditioned and Nalin kept re-shap
ing the stoy.

The film features Amrit Ma-

\-: -

gheraas a wannabeBollywood
actress,Rajshri Deshpandeas a
maid, PavleenGujral asa home
make, AnushkaManchandasa
singer SandhyaMridul asabusi-
nesswomanSarahJaneDiasasa
celebrateghhotographeandTan-

BY PREETI THANDI

Toronto: Pan Nalin’s Angry Indian Goddessess
creatingquite a stir at the 40th edition of TIFF. In-
dia’s first ever all women buddy movie made by a
male directoris grabbinginternationalsalesdeals
herein Torontoandis setfor a big releasen India.
Engagingendearingndchagedwith emotionghe
film is empowering. It is sure to become a festival
favourite and will also gain commercialsuccess.
It waswell receivedat boththe Pressand Industry
screenings.

The story revolvesaroundsevenfriends who
gettogetherin Goaon aninvitation. As oneof the
ladies makesa surpriseannouncemenabout her
upcoming wedding, the film sets the tone for fun,
frolic and bonding. As conversations flow effort-
lessly challengesandissuesare boundto emege.
PanNalin bothelevatesindcelératesvomanhood,
featuringstrongand powerful womenwho collide
with various contemporary issues head on.

“The idea for the film was born 6 years ago but
no producer wasvilling to doit,” saysdirector Pan
Nalin. “Peoplewould not evengive us a meeting
and say who wants to watch a film with just wom-

en?They would say put one guy at leastor why
don't you take a famousactress?The mainstream
Indian movieslike Dil ChahtaHai, 3 Idiots, Rang
De Basantiarealwaysaboutmalebonding.Women
areoften decorationor love interestor the sisterto
be protected.”

film school. We woke up in the
morning,andwentfor breakfast.
Dilip Shankamvoulddoasession
of meditationandthenhe would
quietly hold our handandtakeus
into a space.Nalin would never
sayaction or cut, hejust saidstart
andat sometime our Director of
PhotographyappearedWe shot
thingslike that,for manyactress
es it is their first film, it was such
a beautiful experience.”
Madein anorganicway with
improvised dialogues, the film
is fluid. Asked if his film will

nishtha Chatterjee as an activist.changethe perceptiorof women,

“It didn’t feelthatwe wereshoot
ing for a film,” says Tannishtha
Chatterjeavhois hereat TIFF for
not just one but two films. “This
wasthe mostuniqueshootingex-

perienceijt felt like | wasbackto

Nalin says,’| don't knowwheth
er the film is powerful enough to
changewhat is a deeply rooted
attitude.If peopleareentertained
in the right way, they will bein-
spired to change a little bit.”

Chatterjee adds, “The fact
that we are telling stories with
all womenand peopleareenjoy-
ing watchingit, thatis a change
in itself. We don't wantto make
stories where women are only
victims. We just want to make
storieswith women as protage
nists like we make storieswith
males as protagonistsand keep
making them so you seewomen
from all walks of life. In this film
the women are all professionals
andthey havecometogetherfor
something,they have their own
lives, issues and human con
cerns.”

Angry Indian Goddesses
world premieresat TIFF as a
SpecialPresentatioron Septern
ber 18, 2015.



