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Toronto: Priyanka Chopra hopes 

will become an instrument of 
change for youngsters who dare 
to dream. The eloquent star who 
is not shy to de-glamorize for 
her roles was in Toronto for the 
world premiere of Mary Kom at 
the 2014 Toronto International 
Film Festival (TIFF). Looking 
every bit ravishing despite her 
whirlwind stopover and gruelling 
schedule, Chopra ran across King 
Street to make it to the delayed 
TIFF Press Conference for Mary 
Kom.
 Chopra who had to push her-
self tremendously for the role ad-
mits that when director Omung 
Kumar approached her with the 

Mary Kom, “I knew of Mary as 
an Olympic medallist and I was 
extremely ashamed of myself 
that I had no idea that she was a 

that and a lot of Indian people 
didn’t know that either. Sport in 
the country is very cricket driven. 

to be made on a female athlete 
and I think that is a big testament 
to how Indian cinema is evolving 
and accepting women and good 
parts for women.” 
 There’s been a lot of criticism 
in India that another actor who re-

sembled the Manipuri champion 
should have been used for the 

-
mar, “If you could hand pick who 

can perform this role, I always 
had it in my mind that Priyanka 

 

 

dedicated.” Meanwhile Chopra 

laughs it off by saying that there’s nothing 
wrong in being a perfectionist. 
 Kumar admits that he wanted to make 
something more concrete rather than a 
love story. He asked his writer to come up 
with a biopic, a story that India would no-
tice and had a script ready around the time 
Mary Kom won the Olympic bronze. 

 Speaking about the tough life of Mary 
Kom who is a rice farmer’s daughter from 
a small village in Manipur, Chopra says, 
“The northeast anyway faces a lot of rac-

to come out of the northeast and be a cham-
pion and yet no one knew her. I think the 

-
ally moved that now so many people know 
of her achievements. I am just grateful that 
she chose me to tell her story.”
 
though nor was it shot there. Instead Ma-
nipur was represented and recreated in 
Manali and Dharamshala. Kumar who tried 
to keep it real says, “We have not changed 
anything. Everything is fact except when 
you have to cut 12 years in 2 hours you 
have to weave in a little bit of the story line 
to attach those events that’s how we’ve just 

taken liberty otherwise everything is real 
in fact Mary is saying this is my movie.”
 -
self was going through a trying time, the 
shooting started just four days after her 
father passed away and she channelled all 

Krrish 3 and Gunday simultaneously and 
describes punishing schedules of 
18-hour days.
 Chopra who doesn’t like repeat-
ing herself by doing the same 
roles reveals that she has a very 
short attention span and gets bored 
of doing the same thing. “I like 
looking at something that would 
push me and excite me to evolve,” 
she says. It makes you wonder if 
Mary Kom’s inspirational story 
has changed the actor? In answer 
to the question Chopra explains, “I 
had to change not just my body but 
the way I think. Mary boxed for 15 
years, I had to do it in 3 months 
so it was extremely hard. But the 
one thing that it did change about 
me that I will carry for the rest of 
my life is that nothing’s impos-
sible because every night I would 
sleep saying I don’t want to go 
to work tomorrow but the next 
morning I would say man only I 

could do it and that was the spirit of Mary 
Kom. For me this movie is not just Mary 
Kom’s movie as a girl this is the story of 
everyone who says no one can tell me that 
my dreams are too big no matter what my 
circumstances.”
 For Chopra the business viability of 

make as much money. “I am not saying 

as the boys movies do. But if it ends up 
breaking a lot of those barriers I think it 
will change a lot of things for female ac-
tresses. I am hoping for that. We’ve done 
our best. I don’t know what will happen.” 

opening for Mary Kom and it looks like 
Chopra’s hopes might just come true!


