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Toronto: North America's larg-

Hot Docs is devoting a sizeable 
chunk of their spotlight on India 
this year. With an international 
reputation for excellence, Hot 
Docs 2015 features 9 documenta-
ries in the Made in India program 
and many more with South Asian 
themes and stories which are 
powerful, personal, controversial 
and compelling.

Speaking about the focus on In-
dia, Hot Docs Programming 

"As soon as one festival ends 
we essentially start on another. 
In our research and travels it be-
came clear that there was a surge 
of creative work in India that we 
wanted to pursue." The festival 

from around the globe and brings 
social, cultural, political, eco-
nomic and sometimes personal 

Made In India Docs Hot And Controversial!

issues to the forefront for To-

we're looking for a unique voice 
and a cinematic portrait of issues 
and stories that are important, in-
teresting, and teach us something 
about the world," adds DiFelice. 
 No stranger to controversy, 

Sharma takes a dangerous and 
brave journey to Saudi Arabia in 

a deeply personal and spiritual 
Hajj, Sharma is well aware that 
this journey may actually cost 
him his life. Filming is strictly 
forbidden in Saudi Arabia and 
homosexuality is punishable by 

received death threats and hate 

 “This was not about choos-
ing a controversial subject. It 
was about taking a courageous 
personal journey to the heart of 
Islam, my religion. The Hajj is 
Islam's highest calling and as a 
Muslim I felt compelled to take it. 

Islam and everything that ails it in 
the 21st century. And it is a story 
told from a very Muslim view-
point,” says Sharma.
 
secretly he brings his own per-
sonal crisis, pain and story out in 
the open. The graves in Medina 
remind him of his own mother 
and he wonders aloud, “Did the 
shame of my sexuality kill her?” 
Sharma tells his story with a his-
torical perspective and goes back 
to the beginnings of Islam, which 
can be quite informative for the 
non-Muslim audience.
 When asked how he is cop-
ing with the death threats, Sharma 
says, “There is nothing I can do 
about them other than making the 
conscious choice to bring them 
out into the open. There will al-
ways be haters. My job is to try 

with reasonable minds before they 

not anti-Islam. In fact Muslims 
will embrace it after they see it.”
 Neal Broffman’s ‘Help Us 
Find Sunil Tripathi’ is a chill-
ing and incredibly intense story 
which has an almost thriller like 
feel and what hits you hardest is 
that it is all true in today’s world 
obsessed with social media. For-
mer CNN Journalist, known for 
his award winning story telling, 
Broffman effectively portrays 
the damage the other side of un-
controllable social media can do! 
The Tripathi family went through 
a night of hell after the Boston 
bombings. Sunil Tripathi who 
went missing a month before the 
terrible event was wrongly mis-

-
ton bombings. The family was a 
target of racist hateful mails as the 

story exploded on social media 
and mainstream media fed off it 
and retweeted! 
 “Nobody should ever be sub-
jected to the sorts of attacks the 
Tripathi family endured as a re-

Sunil as one of the Boston Mara-
thon bombing suspects. From 
tweets, Reddit posts, Facebook 
messages to emails, the family 
was subjected to threats and racist 
attacks,” says Broffman. “That so 
many people participated is dis-
turbing and that so many journal-
ists relied on these social media 
posts as sources should give us 
all pause about how we share in-
formation and how critical we are 

how sensitive we need to be as we 
look inward to determine our own 
culpability. Real lives are in the 
balance and too many times this 
is forgotten.” 
 Set in Nepal amid spectacu-
lar mountains, Amy Benson’s 
‘Drawing The Tiger’ also looks at 
mental health issues and life’s toil 
and turmoil in the region through 
the Darnal family. Benson fol-
lowed the family for 7 years. She 
was initially hired by an NGO in 
Los Angeles that provides schol-
arships for girls to go to school 
in Kathmandu to make a promo-

to Asia. We fell in love with it the 
moment we stepped off the plane” 

reveals Benson. 
 “We were naive when we be-
gan this project. The seven years 

to do with our own growth, not 

and as humans. We had so much 
to learn before we could make a 

and her family deserve. And, are 
still learning,” says Benson.  
 “It began as a story about the 
power of girls' education. Shanta 
was our inspiration. When we met 

a girl going to school. Then when 
she died, we learned that suicide 
is the number one cause of death 
for girls and women in Nepal (as 
of 2009).” 
 Other documentaries in the 
Made in India program include, 
English India, which looks at In-
dia’s connection with the English 
language. Journey With Prabhat 
is about the legendary Prabhat 
Film Company. Placebo looks 
at life inside India’s most pres-
tigious medical school. Small 
Things, Big Things is about alter-
native education in a small Indian 
village and The Superstars of Koti 
is a coming of age story in the Hi-
malayas. 
 The 22nd annual edition of 
Hot Docs (www.hotdocs.ca) runs 
from April 23–May 3, 2015.

Sunil Tripathi, victim of media frenzy!

Nepal's suicide problem


